
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

__________________________________________
)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
                    )         

v.       )
      ) Cr. No. 08-360 (RMU)

PAUL ALVIN SLOUGH, )
NICHOLAS ABRAM SLATTEN, )
EVAN SHAWN LIBERTY, )
DUSTIN LAURENT HEARD, )
DONALD WAYNE BALL, )

)
               Defendants                            )
__________________________________________)

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO JOINT DEFENSE MOTION
TO UNSEAL PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO MOTION TO

QUASH GRAND JURY SUBPOENAS

The defendants in the above-captioned matter have moved jointly pursuant to Local Criminal

Rule 6.1 to unseal “any papers, orders, and transcripts of hearings pertaining to any motions to

quash, for lack of jurisdiction, subpoenas issued in connection with the grand jury’s investigation”

into the crimes charged in this case.  Joint Defense Motion to Unseal Proceedings Pertaining to

Motion to Quash Grand Jury Subpoenas [ Document 31].   The United States of America, by and

through its attorney the United States Attorney for the District of Columbia, hereby submits the

following response.

In their motion, the defendants allege that “several Blackwater security guards who were

present during the September 16  incident were subpoenaed . . . to give testimony” before the Grandth

Jury and that “some of the Blackwater security guards moved to quash the grand jury’s subpoenas

on the ground that the grand jury did not have jurisdiction to investigate this matter.”   Joint Defense

Motion, at 2.  The defendants also allege that there was an “ancillary proceeding” held under seal.
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  It would appear from these representations that counsel for the Blackwater witnesses shared1

the existence of sealed matters conducted before the Chief Judge with counsel for the defendants.  

2

Id.1

The United States is not opposed to unsealing the materials described in the defendants’

motion, provided the names of any witnesses are completely redacted therefrom, and any text that

describes the witnesses is also removed.  The United States is in the process of preparing a redacted

version of the pleadings and court orders for submission to chambers, ex parte and under seal.    The

United States does not have a copy of any transcripts from the proceedings before the Chief Judge

in this matter,  but will order a copy of the same.

Respectfully submitted,

JEFFREY A. TAYLOR
United States Attorney
for the District of Columbia
D.C. Bar No. 498610

By:                   /s/                               
KENNETH C. KOHL
D.C. Bar No. 476236
Assistant United States Attorney
National Security Section
(202) 616-2139
Ken.Kohl@usdoj.gov

                  /s/                               
JONATHAN M. MALIS
D.C. Bar No. 454548
Assistant United States Attorney
National Security Section
(202) 305-9665
Jonathan.M.Malis@usdoj.gov
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                  /s/                               
BARRY JONAS
Trial Attorney, National Security Division
U.S. Department of Justice
10  & Constitution Ave., N.W., th

Washington, D.C.  20530

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have caused a copy of the foregoing notice of appearance to be

served by hand, as well as through the Court’s Electronic Case Filing System, on counsel for the

defendants, this 13th day of January, 2009.

                  /s/                               
KENNETH C. KOHL
Assistant United States Attorney
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